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THE FESTIVAL OF KITES
The aura is full of happiness, the breeze is full of  colours, people are
laden with colourful clothes and kids are thronging to fly kites. “The
International Kite Festival” is one of the most important and colourful
festivals. Each year, thousands of kite flyers partake in the celebrations
and carry back wonderful memories. Let’s talk about kite-flying around
the globe!

THE INTERNATIONAL KITE FESTIVAL, INDIA
According to the Indian calendar, the festival of Uttarayan marks the day
when winter begins to turn into summer.  This holiday announces to the
farmers that the sun is back and that harvest season is approaching.
Many cities in Gujarat organise kite competitions between their citizens
wherein the people all around the world gather and compete with each
other.

 FESTIVAL OF THE WINDS: AUSTRALIA’S LARGEST KITE-FLYING FESTIVAL
The Festival of the Winds is held annually in September in Sydney, at
Bondi Beach. Everyone is invited to bring their kites to fly and mingle with
the experts at this family-friendly celebration.
                                      

Imagination is the highest kite one can fly-Lauren Bacall
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THE KITES OF SUMPANGO, GUATEMALA
Huge (15-20 meters wide!) circular kites have been flown as part of the
Barrilete Festival on All Saints Day, in both Santiago Sacatepequez and
Sumpango, Guatemala. The Mayans fly the kites to ward off bad spirits
after Día de los Muertos, the day in which the deceased visit the human
world.

BALI KITE FESTIVAL, INDONESIA
Hundreds of teams from Indonesia and around the world compete in this
huge kite festival. Traditional Balinese kites are gigantic, measuring up
to 4 by 10 meters, with others trailing 100 meter long tail! Some kites
even have a vibrating bow that called a ‘guwang,’ whose humming can be
heard from the ground.

THE ZILKER KITE FESTIVAL, US
Founded in 1929, it was designed to ignite creativity in children. The ABC
Kite Fest (aka the Zilker Kite Festival, after the park in which it’s held) is
a beloved, family-friendly tradition: activities for all ages, traditional
kite flying contest and showcase, a fun run and MossFest, and a
children’s music concert.

Source: https://kidworldcitizen.org/kite-flying-around-the-world/
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Keeping the Kite festival in mind, learners of P3 and P4 read a book-
'Kites of Dreams' during their library class. It is a multicultural story
of children’s dreams of a better world. Later, they shared their own
dreams which they want to fulfil in reference to the story. 

Like others, I have also my dreams to fulfil. One day, I want to
become a singer. My dream is to get 1 million awards for my songs
as well, doing collaboration with famous singers and sing some
songs in movies and albums.                                         -Jayas Kumar,P4        

I live in Delhi. It is much polluted. My wish is that all the pollution
goes away and we can see different colours of the kites.             
                                                                                         -Namirah Khan,P4

When I grow up, I want to be a dancer because dance is an exercise
and I work hard for it.                                                   -Kiara Kapoor, P4

When I grow up,I want to become doctor, that too paediatrician so
that I can help other people.                                       -Dhruv Virmani,P4

I want to be a space scientist because I want to see the space and
make a rocket.I also want to see all the planets. -Ridaan Tandan,P4

Asmita P4
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Learners of P3 and P4 participated in the story session with full
enthusiasm and reflected their learning by writing 

What Freedom means to them.

During the Library lesson, learners read a book 'We the Children of
India' by author Leila Seth which skilfully  explained them the
concepts of the Indian Constitution in age appropriate language,
supported by interesting facts and trivia. The book helped the
learners in developing a deeper understanding of the Indian
Constitution and familiarised them with related terms such as
Preamble, democracy, sovereignty, etc. 

WE THE CHILDREN OF INDIA

Freedom means that now we are open to do everything our heart
desires but with rules. Freedom comes with responsibility. True
but what can we kids do? Well, we are the future of our India!
We can do : make posters of Yamuna river, plant trees, water
plant,etc.                                                                                   -Avni,P4
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Freedom means that we can live in peace without anyone telling us
what to do everyday.                                                                   -Kaashvi,P3

Freedom means to live freely and to make India a better place to
live. That’s why we should follow the rules and regulations of the
Constitution and implement in our lives.                                  Jayas,P4         

If you ask me "What freedom means to me" my answer will be: 
Being free to do anything, approximately like a kite flying freely in
the sky. We can do anything we want. It also means living in peace.
                                                                                                           -Mihika,P4

Freedom for me is expressing to  the world your most authentic self. 
                                                                                                                 Kiara,P4      

Just like the kite flies high with its freedoms, just like the sun and
moon have freedom to do as they like, freedom for me is having a
path which we feel correct, but it still doesn't mean snatching
others freedom and put a leg in it. Freedom can be about anything
small stuff of reading books or large like going somewhere.     
                                                                                                        -Asmita,P4
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Learners also shared what is their responsibility towards their
country and how can they make it a better place to live.  

' 'No pollution
No throwing garbage on
roads and in water bodies
No crackers''
And, with all these  examples
comes a very important
message, "we should follow
the rules and regulations".
-                                   Dhruv,P4

We will not litter, we will recycle, we should follow Gandhi ji's way
of non violence and we will stop cutting trees and plant new ones.-

Kaashvi,P3

Make India a better place to live-
Follow the rules.
Do not pollute.
Be thankful that we at least have
one planet to live on.
Do not harm the Earth.
We should maintain harmony and
peace and try to spread it.
We should not litter.
These all things we can do  to make
India a better place to live.            

As we are the future of
India, we should be
responsible to make our
India a better place. A
place that is rich in
harmony,
honesty,peace,happiness,
curiosity,architecture,
etc. We should follow the
rule book.
-                         Asmita,P4Namirah,P4
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World Read Aloud Day (WRAD) is focused on bringing awareness to
the importance of reading aloud and sharing stories and to advocate
for literacy as a human right. WRAD was created in 2010 by
LitWorld, a nonprofit believing in the power of reading. Studies
reflect that people who read frequently are more equipped to
understand others, have empathy, and see the world from different
perspectives. Reading aloud helps develop literacy skills, builds
community, and connects us to each other. 
Learners of P3 and P4 celebrated WRAD on 3rd February wherein
they participated in a read aloud session during their library lesson.
They shared their favourite story books and read them to their
classmates.

Source: https://www.globetrottinkids.com/celebrate-world-read-aloud-day/

WORLD READ ALOUD DAY
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Learners of P2 watched a Read-Aloud video 'The Empty Pot' by Rami
Malik from storyline online. The story was based on the value of
being honest. Learners reflected on the story by illustrating empty
pots with own character traits. They drew flowers and wrote the
traits which they want to bloom and grow.

Aryaveer Chauhan,P2       
                                              

Vrinda Sadana,P2
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Under the theme 'How We Express Ourselves', learners of EY2
listened to a story 'What animals wants to grow' and reflected
upon their understanding by illustrating characters from the
story. It  was followed by a Sight words writing activity.  Learners
enjoyed  reading the short stories and reflected their
understanding of the story elements confidently. 

Asmit,EY2                                            

Viraj, EY2                                          

Utkrisht, EY2
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It’s never too early for parents to start
reading to their children. When parents
read aloud to their kids, it helps foster
language development and social-emotional
learning. Additionally, reading aloud
promotes happiness in children. When
parents read to their children, it creates a
spark in children to become joyful readers
themselves. Also, both children and parents
enjoy the special bond that gets created
when parents read to their children.
Keeping the same thought in mind, here are
some glimpses from the Read Aloud session
held at home. 

Read Aloud by EY1 
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Date of Birth: 28 th Feburary
Place of birth: Pittsburgh,USA

Famous  Books by by Megan
McDonald
Judy Moody saves the world
Judy Moody gets famous
Stink: The incredible shrinking kid

Author of the Month-Megan McDonald

Megan McDonald was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1959. She
grew up in a big family full of storytellers and practical jokers. Megan's
father, an ironworker, was known for telling long and entertaining
stories. With the help of her mother, Megan began to write stories of
her own. At age ten she wrote a story about a pencil sharpener that was
published in the school newspaper.
Throughout her childhood, Megan was also an avid reader. By the time
Megan went to college, she already knew that she wanted to become a
writer.  After college she worked in a bookstore, as a museum guide,
and as a storyteller. 
Megan McDonald's first published book, Is This a House for Hermit
Crab?, was featured on Reading Rainbow in 1991. Soon thereafter her
young adult novel, The Bridge to Nowhere, won the Judy Blume Award
for Contemporary Fiction. And then in 1999, Judy Moody was published.
Little did McDonald know at the time, her feisty third-grade character
would soon attract an adoring audience both in the United States and
around the world. Judy Moody books have now been translated into 18
languages and have sold more than seven million copies worldwide. Due
to popular demand, McDonald has also started a series about Stink,
Judy's pesky younger brother.

Source: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/authors/megan-mcdonald/
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“READ MORE TO JUDGE NO MORE”

From the moment I know how to read, I could not stop reading books.
One of my activity as a child was reading books. I loved it because I
could enter a magical world full of different characters and the world
of my own. And I am not the only one who loves to read books – Bill
Gates reads 50 books per year, Warren Buffet reads 600 -1000 pages
each day, Oprah Winfrey credits books with much of her success.
“Reading is a valuable treasure for a better quality of Life. 
At the start of the Reading Journey, it might be difficult to read even a
single page due to lack of concentration, but if we allow ourselves to
read and be persistent, we can achieve our targets. In the second
stage we can master the skill of reading and comprehending with
regular practice. We can start reading with books which have lighter
and familiar content. There are books with different styles on any
subject which can suit our reading needs. A range of books is available
from comic books to Panchatantra, adventure to entertainment,
fiction to true stories, science experiments to riddles, and what not.
Reading is kind of self-help or self development which adds badges to
your personality. When you read more, you learn so many new things
and gain information. Reading can make you smarter. While reading
you are active and your mind undergoes deep thinking, you start
plotting the story and imagine the character very well. Sometimes you
even guess what is going to happen next. Reading as an activity
improves your concentration and is a relaxing activity. 
Books are fun! Enjoy your book in every way. You may dive into the
ocean of book with yummy popcorns and healthy beverages. It
enriches your internal world. Start reading little bit everyday until it
becomes a habit.
Happy Reading !

Ms.Sonal Jain
PYP  Language Facilitator
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Recommended Readers and Digital Resources

Ms.Vanita Anand,Ms.Parul Gupta,Ms.Ritu Adhikari, Ms.Archana Singh
Primary Library- Amity Global School, Noida

The Story of Kites-

https://www.getepic.com/app/re

ad/34697

 

Catching the Moon-

https://www.storylineonline.net/

books/catching

 

Arnie the Doughnut-

https://www.storylineonline.net/

books/arnie-the-doughnut/

Soar on Kite-

https://storyweaver.org.in/stories

/22279-soar-on-kite


